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,„««^5aid host electronic device and said plwaUty of storage devices. 

with flaid ^'iituol iotorfi i ffB. _ ^„ 

receiving --^i^ r^-^ "-"^-^ ^^^''^ ""^ ftf ^ Hsanteta read requests ar«J a 

write reqnests Som argauesa L 'Mi. ri n^n r , ini>^ r*vii > fFT'>r onpinannw Ihe regne^ ^ 

l.lTmi: iPTrnTinr -^T>1 ^^^^^ <lf ^rinatioa for sa^d oneo£a 

.^sa^a read requests and ^write request ^ amm^ u u rmi rn a^u . ^ aad dont imnnTi M^ntn 

31 . iu u . ..nnnr T il n i i i i I '^^"^^'^^ ^""'^ "^""^^ ^^^^^ °^ 

"^sending a.^^ <i pi^ ^«n.l int^far. said o»g Q f a ^esti^aaeft data read requests and 
a write requests to ^^t^^^ed destination CQntroUer i^uui om^ uf uulJ rlumlity nf 
eontroUoro for oitooution . 

2 (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1 comprising the further steps of: 

m i id l ug dotn f i n unrr nr -i i i ^ Mnntrmii.. Jowoo to n niJ virtuol mtorfaoo; 

uujidii m rt m n frf ii i i l i " .•■ . tr .. -fnrr i tn n n niiuu llor for a m l u otca ono of ooid 



pluroUty of Btorftgo dcvicog; and 

sending data ftom said d^Tfrmined destin^Uftp controller to a selected one of said 

storage mediums for storage on said seleeied storage »edi«a9dsac«. 
I 3. (Cnrrenfly Amended) The method of claim 2 wherein said «sei-£gaH^ISL» 
I 4. (Currently Amended) Tlie method ofclaim 2 wherein said ttse^lggusi^is a ffl 



2 
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. rievice and a plurtlitv of storage devices with 

^,«e.^d Host electromc device and said plurality of storage devices, 
wiUi ooid vinuul ifttorf n r n , 

receiving '^fi\ '* '"^"^^^ '"'^ ^" ^''^^ "^'^ ^^'^ 

.aid ^^"^'^ ^^^^^^^^ irrnr^-lT-ft "f-* "^mif ' '-^^'-^ destination fonsaid «^fd«a 

^.ulrc^ueoto and write requests ^ u d u.tx u«U u. In .. i .ir i ir in omum uu ^^ ''I' i' "^ ' ^ " " 

i n T im n nrr- nninitl - 1-^"-^^"" ^-•^-^ nne of said Plurality of 

'^''^'^ n^^rti ^ I. ...^ interface d.u a uua u u aa. 1 .n gn nrT n nud^d-write 

^itdlub doto from u uu L i at isairt li ni ii o l u cuonio dmnr c) t o jQid vimml in To rf ii oftfr 

,^ »^ da m froii i 1 - i r-"' i"*^" r, ^ rA . H- RAlD (Redundant Array of 

Independent/Inexpensive Disk )volume controller fior a RAID set; and 

sending data fioro said RAID volume connoUer to said RAID set. 

6 (Original) The method of claim 5 wherein said RAID set includes a first side and a second 
side and wherein parity data is sent to the first side of said RAID set and a full copy of said data 
is sent to The second side of said RAID set by said RAID volume controller. 

7. (Original) The method of claim 5 wherein a complete copy of said data is sent to the first side 
and the second side of said RAID set. 

8. (Original) The method of claim 5 wbeiein said data is sniped among more than one disk of 
said RAID set. 

9. (Original) The method of claim 5 wherein said RAID volume controller stores data on RAID 
sets with different RAID levels. 

10. (Original) The method of claim 5 comprising the fimher step of: 
providing a plurality of RAID sets; and 

moving said data ftom a first RAID set to a second RAID set based on a 
command ftom said virtual interface. 
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^ide. comprising the further steps of; 

3.de. '^^-P"^^^^^^ ^ ^ on said RAID set for saad user; 

deiBctine an enor in the first side ofsaidKAlD set; and 
providing said data ftom the second side of said RAID se, to said user vui s«d 

virtual interface and said RAID volume coniroUer. and 
repairing said RAID set. 

12. (Original) Tb. meihod of claim 1 1 wherein said RAID volume controller copies said data to 
a different RAID set upon said error being detected. 

13 (Curtently Amended) An apparatus interfaced with a neiwoA, said network interfe^ 
a plurality of devices with storage medimns located thereon, said apparams compnsmg; 

a software faciUty for creating a virtual interface I viwe^ n ' ^m'^ apparatus and said 
pi»r.«tv of devices for receiving ay^eastoneof aread and a write requests data 

fronLsaid apparatus, said virtual interfece sending ^idaUeastoneofa read and a.wnie 
requests for said data to said devices with storage mediums located thereon; and 
a medium holding said software facility. 

14 (Cuncntly Amended) The apparatus ofclaim 13 further comprising: 
a file system located on said apparatus, said file system send in g ^id at least gne 

nf a read and ^^^'t^ r«^uest to vinual intcrrfaceboica tho UO ti o f auld host olDOtrrmic d e vic e 
r io t i ng dato via ooid aoftworo fiicilit y. 

15. (Currently Amended) the apparams of cUum 13 further comprising: 
a database located on said apparatus, said database sending said »t least onp of a 

r.^^ r ^^t to sai ^ v^mial mierface. being tho usor of said hoot olcoiromo devic e 

Btoiina data via said softwqro fooility r 

16. (Original) The apparams ofclaim 13 wherein said software facUity automatically stores said 
data on more than one of said storage mediums. 

17. (Original) The apparams ofclaim 13 wherein said software faciUty automatically copies 
said data to a differem storage medium upon detecting a failure in one of the storage mediums 
holding said data. 
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. . The aooataaasofclaim 13 wherein said software feciUty copies sai^ 

18. CCunently Amended) The apparatus otciaun „r , „„„ nnnin .InrirtT 

I datatoadifferentstotagemediuininresponsetoarequestHQomuiuiUi nt rnmuiLL.. 

1 0 rCutrenfly Amended) In an electronic device interfaced with a network, said ^^^^ 
ZJ^IZ^^ of <^-ices With storase n^ediums located mer^n. a^e^um holdmg 
^mputer-executile instn^cuons for a method, said method compn^^^ 

p«.viding asoftware feciUty located on said electromc device, saxd software 
facility creating a virmal interface brtyTHi nur l ri ertmn ic <^.^i,, ^d s. i^ plurality Pf ^orag. 

allocating data eampeready-to said pluiaUty of devices for storage usmg said 
virtual i r.M -ni^ i, inr- ---- f- - -^^^^ ^" -^^"^ ^" ^ 

.»,-d allncatioT. withoui input frnyn th^ requ^OT. 

20 (Original) The medium of claim 19 wherein said method comprises the further steps of: 
detecting a faUuie in one of said pluraUiy of devices holding said data; and 
automatically allocating a copy of said data to a different one of said plurality of 
devices fisr storage. 

21. (Currently Amended) The medium of claim 19 wherein said method comprises the fimher 

step of: . f 

allocating a copy of said data to a different one of said plurahty of devices for 

I „-toni£c in rriprr^r- - n fr""' reouestoT fi om a uoor of QQi d olootronio device . 

22 (Ori^nal) In a network, a method, comprising the steps of: 

wrapping a network storage medium inside a virtual logical unit, said virtual 
logical unit being a software created virtual interface encapsulating and hiding the location of 

said network storage mediimi; 

placing said virtual logical unit between said network storage medium and an 

electronic device; and 

accessing data on said network storage medinro throug^i data read requests and 
<lata write requests sent from said electronic device to said virtual logical unit. 
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